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On June 30, the Southeast Mis-
sissippi Chapter of the American
Red Cross will reach the end of its
2009 fiscal year, and it has never
heen more prepared for disaster
relief, according tochapter wnﬁ:?
isirators.

“The year has been nmEB.mem "
mwa wm:mm Roberts, executive di-

rector o_ﬂ the chapter. mﬁm mm_a wrw

will report the same today at the..
chapter's annual end-of-year meet-
ing at Scranton’s restaurant in Pas-
cagoula..

The wwmw_% report covers érmwm

- the chapter sits financially and, ,
more importantly, where we sif in

our preparedness for disaster,

* both in what we.do to be prepared -

and how we preparé the commun-

‘tv,” Roberts said, . .
. Financially, the mo:%mmmﬁ gam_ml .

sippi Chapter is doing well, Rob- .
erts said. in 2009, the chapter
operated with a §700,000 budget,

whereas : :m:m:% costs about

$400,000 to operate in an average

- year, she said.

The chapter operates with eight
employees, about 250 volunteers

- ‘and employees funded nationally .

through a government hurricane

recovery program, Roberts said.
Since July 1 of last year, the

chapter has added a bevy of new

~equipment, including a new com-

“puter system at its headquarters in

Pascagoula and a pair of 1-ton pick-
-up trucks with fully stocked disas-

ter supply trailers. .
¢ “Our new computer muaﬂma con-

cal Red Cross ready to respor d

‘sists of laptops with aonww:m sta-

tions, so we can evacuate with.o

.computers, which-are already

hooked up to our server,” Rober

said.

The funding for the nom._m.ﬁmw.m

. and the mobileresponse units

.came from fwo sources: the Wal-
" Mart Foundation and Chet Lott,

‘son of former Sen. Trent Lott, sh
" .said.

ron, donated ﬁmm 000 in Decer
ber 2007, and the Wal-Mart Foun
dation gave $34,741 this year. -
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